[image: A picture containing text, clipart

Description automatically generated]

Photojournalism Program Equipment List - Fall 2021

With the first year of the Photojournalism Program at Loyalist College coming under the umbrella of a common first year with other media programs, we are modifying the equipment list for September 2021. 

This is being done to minimize costs for students coming into the program, while at the same time itemizing the minimum essentials required for semesters one and two. These essentials will get you started, but students should be prepared to buy additional items as your wants and needs develop while in the program.

Cameras

Any DSLR, (digital single lens-reflex) or mirrorless camera produced in the last 5 or 6 years should be fine to start the course. The camera MUST have these minimum capabilities.
· ability to change lenses
· full manual override with in-camera light meter
· video capture capability with audio jack for microphone

Any brand is acceptable, but it should be noted the industry standards are NIKON, CANON, and SONY. We have a loaner pool of lenses for students to borrow that supports these three brands. A full frame sensor camera is ideal but smaller sensors are acceptable. Do your research before buying new expensive equipment. Contact phjn@loyalistcollege.com or foconnor@loyalistcollege.com if you have equipment questions before buying. 

Lenses

To get started, any short focal length zoom range will do. Sometimes called “kit lenses” they are often packaged with camera bodies when new, to achieve a price point. The focal length ranges of these lenses depend on sensor size, and will vary depending on maker. If you are looking for a non-zoom fixed focal length or “prime” lens, a “normal” focal length lens will be fine. Again the focal length depends on sensor size. For example, a full frame sensor would have a 50mm lens as a normal. Anything less in focal length would be considered a wide lens.
Ask if you have any questions.

Computers and Software

While there are computer labs in the college, most students will wish to be self-sufficient with the ability to work on their imagery wherever and whenever. The industry standard is Mac
But PCs are acceptable too. The computer should be able to power the Adobe Creative Suite of software, including Photoshop and Premiere Pro. 

Students will require Microsoft Word for writing and Photo Mechanic software, an industry standard editing software that plugs in to Photoshop. Photo Mechanic may be purchased through Camera Bits online at https://home.camerabits.com/contact/ . There is an education discount for students.

Additional items for semesters one and two

Tripod – we do have some in the loaner pool but having your own is advisable.

Dedicated flash for your camera. It will depend on which camera model you have. Godox brand is an acceptable alternative to the name brands. Do your research for camera compatibility with any flash purchase.

Memory cards for camera – two or three high capacity cards with fast “write speed” i.e.; 32 GB minimum.

External Hard Drive – we have had good luck with LaCie brand  

Camera bag – Keep everything in one place. Lots of choices, but Domke and LowePro are favourites.

Voice recorder – We are recommending using your cell phone for your voice recorder initially. There are recorders to borrow from the pool, but you may wish to invest in a recorder and lav microphone later in the program, but the cell phone will get you started.
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